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swamy Perumal along with His nachiyars in the
Thiruchcherai temple.14.24

A special feature of this divya desam is that it is the only
vaishnavite temple where the Perumal gives darshan along with
His five consorts. It is believed that He is seen with His five con-
sorts as Kaveri who had dharshan of the Perumal as He.is
seen in Vaikuntam. It is also said that the five Goddesses
represent the pancha bhoothams. Sri Devi represents earth;
Bhoomidevi represents Vayu; Neela Devi Akasa; Sara Nayaki
represents water and Mahalakshmi seated on the chest repre-
sents fire. Another unique feature is that this is one of the few
vaishnavite temples where Thai Poosara is celebrated. It is said
that Thai Poosam is celebrated more for the glory and pleasure
of Kaveri Thayar who had the dharshan of Perumal in response
to her sincere prayers. In addition, the moolavar is seen hav-
ing padmam a lotus in His right hand even as Lord Vishnu has
padmam in His right hand while He is sitting with His consorts
at Sri Vaikuntam.

EPIGRAPHICAL HIGHLIGHTS:

On the slab standing at the entrance into the central shrine
of the Saranatha Perumal temple at Thiruchcherai, there is an
inscription relating to the king Parakesarivarman Chola dynasty.
It seems to register a gift of sheep made for meeting the expenses
to light a lamp in the temple. l

In another inscription on a stone set up in a field to the north
of the same temple, the same king Parakesarivarman registers a
grant of land called Mavadipallam for meeting the expenses
towards the mid-day offerings of the God Saranathasvamin,
by one Baba-Sahib on the occasion of the birth of his son . At
the top are carved the figures of the Vadagalai Vaishnava mark
(without middle line) and sankha and chakra. 2

On a stone built into the ta^k in front of the Saranatha
Perumal temple, there is a mutilated record relating to the 10th
year of the Chola King Parakesarivarman. It records gift of
sheep for lighting a lamp to the temple at Serrur a devadana in
Serrurkurram by a native of Kiramangalam.3
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